154                             LORD   CARSON
historic charge : after a speech by John Roche, M.P., in
which he said, <c The authorities have their c Balaclava * on
that day, but the people will have their * Fontcnoy * another
day/' the unfortunate land agent had been riddled with
bullets. Further, before the Commission John Roche had
said that, if Lord Glanrieardc had accepted a general
reduction of fifteen per cent, in the rents, there would have
been no trouble : in fact, John Roche had spoken at a meet-
ing and himself signed a resolution binding the tenants not
to accept less than fifty per cent, reduction of rents from the
Marquess, Carson was describing how Mr. Roche had been
present at a riot which sought to prevent the sheriff from
evicting certain, tenants, when Mr, Roche himself came
hurrying into the House. He rose at once, and said he defied
Carson to prove that he had been present for the purpose of
ejecting the sheriff. cc I was present at the eviction, and I
was proud to be present/'
Carson raised his eyebrows and smiled. <e Exactly ; I am
not accusing the honourable member of resisting the eviction,
but, having regard to the fact that he was there, and proud
of it, I suggest that at least 1 was entitled to put one question
in cross-examination." The House laughed.
Then Carson referred to another speech of Mr. Roche in
which he told the tenantry that they ought to throttle a
certain landlord, Mr. Lewis, " until the glass eye fell out of
his head."
Mr. Roche was up again on his feet, protesting. cc Mr.
Speaker, I did not tell the tenantry to throttle him ; but I
told them by adopting the Plan of Campaign they would
adopt a means and method by which they would throttle
him. ... I was led away, and I did make use of the expres-
sion that by adhering loyally to their pledges they would
throttle him, and I hoped they would not loose their grasp
till the glass eye fell out of his head."
"Well, really," rejoined Carson, amid loud and pro-
longed laughter, " I will leave it to the House whether that
was a matter upon which one might have been allowed to
put a question to the witness."
The  House  was   delighted :  it had rarely seen Irish